THE SEER'S DARK SPIRIT

however (to take one widespread phenomenon), does n<
seem to be so common a faculty here as is the case in Scot-
land ; or it may be simply that the Oriental is more chary
of speaking of such a matter to a foreigner. Still, we havs
heard of cases; notably that of a Seer whom his fellow
tribesmen consulted on all matters of importance, and who
foretold at the last the disaster that would befall them hi
one special raid. " If you go out to battle now; " he said,
" you will flee seven ways before the Mussulmans; and though
you yourself, chief, will be saved by a willow tree, death will
be my portion." The prophecy was literally fulfilled; the
Christians being routed in the skirmish, and scattered. The
Seer himself (whom the Kurds had intended to spare) was
killed by a random shot; and the chief took to flight, and
being pursued, had to save himself by swimming the Zab.
He was, however, swept away by the current and only
escaped by clinging to a projecting branch of willow.

One case of this second-sight, or vision, concerned the
writer himself when making a late autumn visit to Qud-
shanis from Van in 1907, in company with the late Bishop
Collins of Gibraltar. We were expected at the place ; but
terribly bad weather made them not only give up hope of
our arrival, but even hold special services of prayer for our
safe return to Van. Under these circumstances, a certain
deacon of Tkhuma, Nwiya * by name, who was servant to
the Rev. W. H. Browne,, came rushing in to his master
early one morning in great excitement. " They are coming,
Rabbi; they are coming after all. I saw them in a vision
by night, and they will be here this day. But I saw them
coming up the valley, not down it as Mr. Wigram said he
would come. The bishop was wearing a black hat, and
Mr. Wigram a white one/1 Three hours later, the avant-
courier we had sent before us actually arrived ; and in the
course of the day the party reached Qudshanis by the route
named by the deacon (which had been adopted when the
more direct route proved impassable), the bishop wearing
an astrakhan fur cap, and the writer a sun-helmet. Any
suspicion of confederacy may be ruled out of the question

* i.e. " Prophet.11

